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Synopsis

This book demystifies the amazing architecture and protocols of computers as they communicate
over the Internet. A A While very complex, the Internet operates on a few relatively simple concepts
that anyone can understand. Networks and networked applications are embedded in our lives.
Understanding how these technologies work is invaluable. A A This book was written for everyone -
no technical knowledge is required! While this book is not specifically about the Network+ or CCNA

certifications, it as a way to give students interested in these certifications a starting point.
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Customer Reviews

Mission accomplished. Book provides a good overview of TCP/IP. I'm not an IT professional but
reasonably technology literate. This book provided some practical insight to what’s going on in the

background in a manner that’s easy to digest.

Although | had a general concept about how the Internet works (ip addresses, routers, etc...) this
book did an awesome job of progressively building up the concepts from the ground (hardware) up
to the user level (an application like a web browser or and email client). It saved a lot of the
confusion OSI abstractions until the end. Highly recommend this book, very accessible but also

informative.

The book is concise, and provides enough context, history, and examples to make it very easy to



understand the problems that early network engineers were trying to solve. Highly recommend this

book as an entry point for learning how network infrastructure works.

Some have complained that this text does not include many of the finer details of networking. To
those, | would argue that’s not the point of this book.l have the paperback. | have read portions of
this in pdf format. Both are great. The illustrations are simple, but effective.If you have next to no
knowledge of networking, having this book under your belt (should not take you longer than a week
or so to read through, at a leisurely pace), reading through this will ensure your acquaintance with
the various concept which you will later delve into further with other networking textbooks, which can
often be dry and dull. The author does a marvelous job of keeping the various concepts fresh in
your head so you can tie them all together. To get lost in the details so early in the game could be

counterproductive to your integration of these concepts.

I’'m a web programmer and just wanted to know a bit more about networking. The book was written
in a very understandable way. Many fundamental concepts are introduced, but without too much

jargon. Can’t think of any cons.

It's a basic and clear book on how the internet Works. Also it's the perfect companion to Dr.

Severance’s course on Internet History, technology and Security in Coursera.

The perfect book for beginners! The author really has a way with words. Nothing seemed too

technical and everything was easy to understand. | actually feel like | learned stuff!

It was a quick read. This book probably resonates better with beginners, but it served okay as a
quick refresher. Figures are underwhelming and uninformative, no mention of UDP really,
font/format/design is lacking. It's a good start before moving on to Tanenbaum’s Computer
Networks.If you decide to throw it away after reading, here’s an advice - throw it at a computer
networks beginner. :)
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